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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



IV A system for associating a credibility rating with a 
document located in an online search comprising: 

an information gathering device adapted to retrieve the 
document from an information source; 

an information analysis device adapted to determine an 
online\id associated with the document; and 

a credibility rating system adapted to provide the 
credibility rating associated with the online id to 
the information analysis device, wherein a user can 
access the credibility rating associated with the 
document . \ 



2 . The system of \ claim 1 further comprising a 
searchable index adapted to store an association of the 
credibility rating of fthe online id with the document, 
wherein the association iis accessible by a search engine. 

3 . The system of claim 2 wherein the searchable index 
is adapted to map a unique identifier associated with the 
document to the associated credibility rating. 
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>4 . The system of claim 1 wherein the document is a web 
.page and the web page has a unique identifier comprising 
a uniform resource locator ("URL"). 



5. Th&i system of claim 1 wherein the online search is an 
Internet\ search and the document is retrieved from the 
Internet A 



6. The system of claim 1 wherein the credibility rating 
system comprises : 

a user interface adapted to allow an owner of the 
online id to input information into the credibility 
rating system that can be validated and write the 
information into a credibility database wherein the 
information is\ stored and associated with the online 
id; \ 

an input validatorV coupled to the user interface and 
adapted to verify that the input by the owner is 
correct and to determine the credibility rating, the 
credibility rating ^reflecting the input; and 

an application service interface adapted to allow a 
third party to access the credibility rating stored 
in the credibility rating system. 
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A The system of claim 6 wherein the user interface 
fu\ther comprises: 

a pltofiling interface adapted to allow a mapping of the 
online id to an online credibility rating; 

a ratiiig import module adapted to allow rating 
information from outside sources to be linked to the 
credibility database; and 

a message rating interface adapted to allow the online 
id to input Statements related to a validity of the 
document and \ determine a weight of the statement 
based on a statement analysis, the weight of the 
statement beincA used by the input validator to 
determine the credibility rating. 



8. The system of claim 6^ further comprising a message 
posting module coupled to Wie credibility database and 
adapted to allow the online Yd to distribute a message 
linked to the credibility ratMig and document to third 
parties. \ 

9. The system of claim 7 fxVther comprising an 
application access point coupled \o the credibility 
database adapted to allow a third party\to submit a query 
for the credibility rating associated witk the online id. 

10. A credibility rating system comprising: \ 



.a user interface adapted to allow an owner of an online 
\ id to input credibility information associated with 
\a document into the system for validation; 

an mput validator coupled to the user interface and 
adapted to verify that the inputted credibility 
information is correct and to rate the inputted 
creda>bility information in the form of a credibility, 
rating^- 

a credibility database adapted to store the on-line 
identifier and the associated credibility rating; 
and \ 

an application Nservice interface adapted to allow a 
third party td access the credibility rating from 
the credibility Viatabase . 



11. The system of claim 10 wherein the user interface 
further comprises: \ 

a profiling interface adapted to allow a mapping of the 
author identifier to aA online credibility rating; 

a rating import module \ adapted to . allow rating 
information from outside sources to be linked to the 
credibility rating in the credibility database; and 
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\a message rating interface adapted to determine a 
\ weight of the inputted credibility information based 
ion a statement analysis of the inputted information. 

12. The system of claim 10 further comprising a message 
posting motiule coupled to the credibility database and 
adapted to \ allow the author to distribute a message 
linked to the credibility rating and document to third 
parties. \ 

13. The system of claim 11 further comprising an 
application acceiss point coupled to the credibility 
database adapted Up allow a third party to submit a query 
for the credibility rating associated with an online 
identifier. \ 

14. A method of associating a credibility rating to a 
document retrieved in an Internet search comprising the 
steps of : \ 

determining an online ia associated with the document ; 

retrieving a credibility^ rating from a credibility 
rating system for the onJLine id; and 

associating the credibility rating with the document. 



32 

SIS. The method of claim 14 wherein the step of 
determining an online id of a document comprises the step 
of \extracting an author information code from a header 
tag W an HTML document. 



16. The\m et hod of claim 14, further comprising the step 
of developing a credibility rating for an online id, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving an input from the online id related to a 
credibility profile for the online id; 

validating the\input by determining a weight of the 
input ; \ 

assigning the credibility rating to the online id; and 

storing the credibility rating in a searchable index. 

17. The method of claim\l5 further comprising the step 
of integrating the credibility rating vector into a 
search engine using a ranking algorithm. 



18. The method of claim 14 further comprising the step 
of reordering a search result lust comprising a list of 
documents returned from the Internet search relative to 
the credibility rating associated with each document. 
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V& . The method of claim 16 further comprising the step 
ot\ displaying a symbol on the information indicating the 



quality rating to the user. 



20. A Computer program product comprising: 

a computer useable medium having a computer readable 
code Ndevice embodied therein for causing a computer 
to associate a credibility rating with a document 
located\ in an online search, the computer readable 
code device in the computer program product 
comprising 

a computer Readable program code device for causing 
a compute^ to retrieve the document from an 
information ^source ; 

a computer readable program code device for causing 
a computer to \determine an online id associated 
with the document; and 

a computer readable )program code device for causing 
a computer to retrieve a credibility rating 
associated with the \online id and allow a user to 
access the credibility rating. 



21. The computer program product of claim 20 further 
comprising : 



a computer useable medium having Vomputer readable code 
device embodied therein for causing a computer to 
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^llow an owner of the online id to formulate the 
credibility rating for the online id, the computer 
readable code device in the computer program product 
comprising : 

a computer readable program code device for causing 
a computer to allow the owner of the online id to 
input \information into the system that can be 
validated and write the information into a 
credibility database wherein the information is 
stored anfl associated with the online id; 

a computer readable program code device for causing 
a computer t\o verify that the input by the owner 
is correct and determine the credibility rating 
based on the input; and 

a computer readable program code device for causing 
a computer to allow a third party to access the 
credibility rating stored in the credibility 
rating system. \ 

22. An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer useable medium having a computer readable 
program code device embodied therein for causing a 
computer to associate a credibility rating with a 
document located in an online search, the computer 
readable code device in the aarticle of manufacture 
comprising: \ 
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a computer readable program code device for causing 
\ a computer to retrieve the document from an 

a coirtouter readable program code device for causing 
a computer to determine an online id associated 
withV:he document; and 

a computeV readable program code device for causing 
a computer to retrieve a credibility rating 
s& associated with the online id and allow a user to 

s s 3 access thA credibility rating. 

% 23. The article oK manufacture of claim 22 further 

r =0 comprising: \ 

W a computer useable medium having a computer readable 

ij program code device embodied therein for causing a 

;'"f computer to allow )a n owner of the online id to 

develop a credibility rating profile for the online 
id, the computer readable code device in the article 
of manufacture comprisAig: 

a computer readable progtram code device for causing 
a computer to allow the owner of the online id to 
input information into\ the system that can be 
validated and write Ahe information into a 
credibility database wherein the information is 
stored and associated with\the online id; 

a computer readable program code device for causing 
a computer to verify that tme input by the owner 
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\is correct and to determine the credibility rating 
relative to the input; and 

a computer readable program code device for causing 
a computer to allow a third party to access the 
credibility rating stored in the credibility 
rat ingi system . 
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